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WARDEN 


or WINCHESTER COLLEGE. 


99 INCE I find myſelf 1 


Author, whoever he be, of a 
late Letter to Dr. Lowth, for 
accepting of the Wardenſhip of 
this College, when freely of- 


| fered 1 on the laſt vacancy, by the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop * Wincheſter; 


in conſequence of a Devolution, made to 


his Lordſhip, of the Right of appointing a 


A 2 Warden 


i 


with great Liberty, by the 
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Warden for that turn, by the Election of 
the Warden of New-College to it: and 
ſince there is no Teſt, whereby to decide 
of ſuch Conduct, whether it be right or 


wrong, but the Statutes which relate to the 
occaſion of it: in Juſtice to myſelf, and leſt 


miſreports of my Character, uncontradicted, 
ſhould be productive of ill Effects; eſpecial- 


ly among the Youth, whoſe Education. Lin- 
ſpect, the preſervation of Whoſe Eſteem is 
the chief Inſtrument, by which I am en- 
abled to do them Service, and, in ſerving 
Them, to ſerve the Community; I hope, for 
once, I may be excuſed at leaſt, if I pro- 
duce, and explain, ſuch Paſſages of thoſe 
Statutes, as ſhall-be neceſſary to my Vindi- 
cation in this reſpect ; that, when' they are 
rightly ſtated and underſtood, and My a 
duct, as to this particular, compared with 
them, it may, with the greater certainty of 
Judgement, if found to be agreeable to thetn, 
be abſolved, and, if diſagreeable, e 


statutes, in general, being nothiog more 
than Expreſſions of the Founder's Will, in 


Enquiries into their Meaning, the Principal 


thing to be regarded is the Founder's Intent 
in compoſing them; 15 * notre Intentionis 


7 


40 


E234 


| propofitum, ſo much inſiſted on by the 


Founder of the two above- mentioned Col- 


leges. a 


This Intent is either g or Special: 
The General is that of the whole Frame of 
Statutes taken together, and conſidered as a 
Syſtem of Polity: The Special, that of each 
Statute, in particular. The Latter of which 
muſt always be ſuppoſed to conſiſt and har- 
monize with the Former. And therefore 
the Interpretation given of particular Sta- 
tutes muſt be ſuch, as conſpires with the 


general Purpoſe and Deſign of the whole 


Body. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe were to ſup- 
poſe the Founder to e at variance with 


8 Himſelf. 


This Paier I enter upon my Deſi ign 
of inquiring, what the Statutes of Win- 


cheſter College preſcribe in regard to the 


Election of a Warden of that College. 
And I find, upon Search, but one amongſt 
them, which directly and profeſſedly treats 
of that Subject and in That, only a ſingle 
Paſſage, which determines the Order or 
Claſs of Perſons, out of which ſuch Warden 
is to be elected. 
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The Paſſage I mean occurs under the 
ſixth Rubrick, and it runs thus. Unum 
de ihfis Scrutatoribus, vel de aliis Sociis de 
ipſo noſtro Collegio Oxonie, ſeu de Sociis 
Preſoyteri Collegii noſtri prope Wintomum, 
aut de illis qui aliquando fuerunt in ipſo 
Collegia noſtro Oxont@, ſeu Cullegio prope 
Wintoniam, Sociti, & ex caufis licitis et 
boneſtis receſſerunt.” — ſc. ab iffo (for the 
Expreſſion is elliptical) or, as it is afterwards 
ſupplied in the ſame Statute ſpeaking of the 
ſame Need, ab eodem; referring to Calis 


The Purpo rt of which Paſſage I appre- 
hend to 3 that the Perſon to be choſen 
Warden of Wincheſter College, upon a Va- 
cancy in that Poſt, is required to be © ei- 
ther one of the Scrutators or other Fel- 
lows of New-College, or one of the 
Fellows of Wincheſter College; or elſe 
one, Who hath formerly been a Fellow of 
one or other of theſe Colleges, but bath 
left the College, fo which he i belonged, 
5 lawful 1 reputable Lys nb or, 
you pleaſe, with a fair Character.“ 111 


There is but One Order of Collegiate Per- 
ſons mentioned in this Deſcription, which is 
: „ that 


( + 23 


that of Fellows : but this, however, under 
three DiſtinQons, 


14415 Fellows of Neu- Colege 
1. F ellows of Wincheſter College: and 


II. Such Parſe, as have Jan: Sernerly; 
* ellows of one or other of the ſaid Colleges, 
but have let the College to which they be- 
longed, and that with a good Character. 


"Theſe ate all the Sorts of Perſoii capaci- 
tated by this Statute to be elected Wardens of 
Wade College. | 


* 


„And Where, I aſk, amongſt them all: 3 is 
the Warden of New:College to be found? 
He is not in any part, as I perceive, inſerted, 


of the name either of his Office, or of any 
| 


aſs, which may include him. And here, 
indeed, it is allowed me, for it cannot be 
denied, that his Name doth not appear : but 
then it is inſiſted on, that there is, in this 
Paſſage, a Claſs of Perſons diſtinctly men- 
tioned, under which he both may and N85 
to ba ranked as an a Tadividual. 
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Whether there be or not, we ſhall probd- 
bly ſoon diſcover. In paſſing, I cannot but 
remark, that, ſo ſingular a Character, as the 
| Warden of New-College, in virtue of his 
Station, ſupports being placed by the 
Founder on the higheſt point of Eminence in 
both his Societies, inveſted with ſo many 
and ſuch conſiderable Priviledges, and treated 
with ſo much reſpe& in the different patts 
of the Statutes; — never, as I ſuppoſe, 
omitted, where it might be expected he 
ſhould be concerned, nor ever named amongſt 
_ others. but with Precedence: ; it is highly 
probable, that the Founder, had he ever in- 
tended to give him the Claim that is now in 
diſpute, would not only have included him 
under ſome general Expreſſion, but have 
done him the honour likewiſe of a diſtinct 
and particular mention. For ſo much re- 
gard as this, I obſerve, he hath actually paid 

to the Pretenſions of inferior Claimants. By 
. I mean the Scrutators; who, beſides 
being comprehended under the Name of 
Fellows, are likewiſe mentioned by that of 
Scrutators; leſt, as it ſhould var even ſo 
{mall a diſtinction as That Employment gives 
them, during the time of an Election, be- 
yond. the reſt of the. Fellows, might, at ſo 


critical 


„ 


1 


critical a Seaſon,” by a perverſe Mind, be 
interpreted to their Diſadvantage. Nay, it 
is not only probable, that the Founder would, 


in any Cafe, have been equally ſollicitous to 


ſecure the Rights of the Warden as thoſe of 
any of the Fellows, but that in this caſe he 


would even have enlarged them beyond thoſe 
of the Fellows, by giving him his Choice 
firſt ;* a Preference, for which: they would 
have thought themſelves ſufficiently recom- 
penced by the Chance it would have given 
ſome one amongſt them, in caſe He ſhould 


move, of being advanced into his Place. 


This is but ſuitable to the ſuperiour Regard 
and Pre- eminence, with which the Founder 
in his Statutes diſtinguiſhes the Warden. See 
a ſubſtantial Example of it under the 38th 
Rubrick of thoſe of New-College. And fo 
much, therefore, as This, it is not unlike- 
ly, he would have done in his favour; at leaſt 
it is much more likely, than that he ſhould 
have paſſed him over in Silence, had he con- 


ſidered the Headſhip of Wincheſter College 
as an Object defireable by him, and at the 
ſame time approved of his being elected to 
it. On the other hand, had he conſidered it, 
as the State of it then requited he ſhould, in 
a Light the very reverſe of this; as a thing 


utterly 
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utterly uneligible by the Warden of News 
College, and by no means worthy his ac- 
ceptance; ſince, in order to take it, he muſt 
give up a Poſt of ſuperiour Dignity, Power 
and Emolument; and yet, for reaſons which 
eſcape my diſcernment, had he ſtill reſolved, 
that he ſhould be tranſlated, or made capable 
at leaſt of being tranſlated, to it, it is ſcarce 
to be imagined, as I ſhould think, but that 
he would have expreſſed his pleaſure to this 
purpoſe in ſome very ſignificant manner: and 
eſpecially, had he preferred his removal to 
Wincheſter: to his continuance at Newy- Col - 
lege, it is not to be doubted, but he would 
have iſſued out a Command to him, or at 
leaſt a ſtrong and preſſing Intreaty, that he 
would conſent to be ſo degraded: a bare per- 
miſſion, though ever ſo clear, not being 
likely, in ſuch circumſtances, to have proved 
extremely operative: and that ſuch circum - 
ſtances would change to the contrary was 
not in human power to foreſee. Thus, up- 
the Founder's Intention to have allowed 
of the Warden of New-College as a proper 
Perſon to be elected; it is far more probable, 
that he would have explained ſuch inten- 

tion in the cleareſt terms he could 1 

LN an 


* 


and by a direct and particular mention of 
him, than that he would have left it to be 
collected from more general expreſſions, or 
from yet more obſcure intimations. Which 
I point out only as a reaſonable prejudice in. 
disfavour of all ſuch Arguments as tend to 
introduce the Warden by implication : and 
ſo far certainly it ought to operate, as to pre- 
vent ſuch Arguments from being haſtily ad- 
mitted, or before their real force hath been 
accurately tried and diſcovered, ** 


With this Py 1 4 er 78 on 
my Defign. | 55 


II the Warden of New-College be includ. 
et the Clauſe of the Statute above-cited 
implication, it muſt be under one or other 
df the Branches of That Diviſion, which 1 
have above given of it; theſe containing, as 
far as I can judge, the whole Senſe of the 
ſald Clauſe, Now Which is it of theſe 
Branches that comprehends the Warden of 
Ok : 


| Certainly not the Firſt. He cannot be 
Warden and Fellow too. For the Warden 
is W by the Statute from the Fel- 


lows, 
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tows, and made Superiour to them all. And 


$ He were reckoned a Fellow, the Number 
of F ellows'and Scholars together would ex- | 


ceed That in pe 19 Wr * oy On 7 
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. Ra of both Colleges at once. For then 


the Number of different Perſons aſſigned to 


both Colleges, 1 e Fould be in- 


Compleat. 
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No, nor yet, as I apprehend, the Third. 


For though he be not a Fellow, as without 


doubt he hath been, in the one or the other, 
of theſe Colleges, yet, as Warden, he muſt 


be ꝙ the College, that is, a Part or Member 


of it; and whilſt a Man is ef the College, 


how it can be true of him, that he hath; at 
the ſame time, 4½% it, e iy own, my 
3 1 155 26 t 


* 


{ * ve * 
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As to lies two iQ of OY A eren 
there is not, that I know of, any ref 
Nor need there be in regard to the Third, i 

I have ſtated the Third Member of my hi. 
viſion rightly, that is, given it its true Senſe. 
And, as this is a Point of chief importance, 


I ſhall 


t 38 34 


J ſhall endeavour to p enen en 
it ain 8 45 


wh 
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Tbe Words in n it.is ex preſſed che 
Original are theſe.— Aut 4 Us qui ali- 
quando fuerunt in ipſo Collegio noſtro Des 
Jeu Collegio prope Wintomam, Socii, et ex 
caufis licitis et honeſtis receſſerunt — which 
laſt Word receſſerunt being elliptical, as Ibe- 
fore noted, muſt have its Senſe. ſupplied by 
underſtanding inde, or ab : 275 o ſuggeſted: by 
the :pſo foregoing, or 4b eodem, as it is after; 
wards in the ſame Statute actually ſupplied, 

„ reer to . before · mentioned. 
5 There a are but Two 3 ang in 
which theſe Words are e m of being 
. rendered. * Pr ws” 
4 * * is more litteral, ** ce or * of 
thoſe, who have formerly been in our Col- 
lege at Oxford, or the College near Win- 
cheſter, Fellows, and for reaſons lawful and 
. honeſt have departed” thence, from it, from 
the ſame, or ſomething to that effect, meany 
ing, from their reſpedtive Collage. 
Now 1 a Man' 8 being in or -of o1 one 
of thee Colleges, is one Conlideration, and 
9229 his 
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3 . 
his being a Pelhw in or of it, as oppoſed 
his being a Scholar, Chaplain, or any ther 
Member, is another; and this Circumſtance 
is diſtinctly marked in this way of interpret- 


ing, therefore may this way be called Senſut 
diviſo, the es oe WES wo os bor 


uy n "> 


35 ae 
p44 > 


—" Thoſe whbdrave right been Alben 
of one or other of theſe Colleges; and not 
only Members, but Fellows; arid have left 
their reſpective Colleges with a yood, repu- 
tation.” 


The han: way any 8 Japan: « a 
little from the Letter, and may be ſaid to be 


Senſu compofito,. as in it theſe two Conſidera- 
tions are not ſo formally diſtinguiſhed. It 


may be repreſented thus, Thoſe, who 


have been Fellows in one or other of theſe 
Colleges, and have left their e Cole 
leges with a good ran F 


KEE. 


As to the Point in debate, there is no ma- 
terial Difference, at bottom, between theſe 
two ways of interpreting. And any one 
may take which of them he likes beſt for 
me. But artful Men, I obſerve, uſually 


prefer the Latter, for the greater Conve- - 
nience, 


14% 


nience, I ſuppoſe, that it yields them, by 
huddling things more together, of with- 
drawing the word College, upon certain oc- 
caſions, and ſlipping in the word Fellowſhip 
in its room; that ſo, inſtead of, Thoſe 
who have been Fellows in one or other of 
theſe Colleges, and have left their reſpective 
College with a good reputation, the Sentence 
may run thus; © Thoſe who have been 
Fellows of one or other of theſe Colleges, 
and, have left their reſpective Fellowſhip 
with a good reputation.“ 200 


But alas! What will it avail us, towards 
keeping our Colleges, that we are willing to 
part with our Fellowſhips, if there be no wa 
left us of parting with our Fellowſhips, but 
by quitting our Colleges to do it! Whether 
there be any other way, in the Caſe we are 
now examining, will beſt appear when we 
ſhall have ſettled, in a more diſtin&t man- 
ner, the Senſe of the Phraſe, receſſer unt d 
Collegio. f 80 x 


To take the Words, which compoſe it, 
ſeparately. i e 2 


Collegium. ſignifies, as I conceive, © a 
Company of, Perſons, incorporated into one 
| | Society, 
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Society, conſidered in their collective capa- 
city.” The Founder, ſpeaking of : his'6wn 
Colleges, defines them both to be ſuch. See 
the firſt Rubrick of each Body of Statutes, 
under which he reckons in ub the: ſeveral 
Members, which compoſe each College, and 
declares each College reſpectively to conſiſt 
of thoſe Members: So that, according to 
Him, the word Collegium, taken properly, 
always means The Society, (then ſpoken * 
whichever it be) the Whole Society, o 
Body Corporate, conſiſting of Warden, Fel. | 
lows, Scholars, and the reſt of the Members, 


of their ſeveral Ranks and Denominations 0 
taken ee 5 


But, as oc other Words, o This bilh, 
a a figurative, as well as proper Senſe; and 
by an eaſy Metonymy, may be uſed, and 7s 
ſometimes uſed, for the Building, or Man- 
ſion-houſe, wherein this Society is fup oſed 
to reſide. And though theſe Senſes are dif- 
ferent, they are very conſiſtent; and there is, 
ordinarily, no danger of confounding them. 
The adjuncts commonly ſhew, in any par- 
ticular paſſage, which of the two is meant. 
In that under conſideration mention is made 
of Fellows of the College. Now as Fellows 
are no n of the Building, but only of the 


Society, 


— P oY *"*z, Is 
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Society, Common Senſe declares, that 2 Co/: 
4770, in the Phraſe we are ſpeaking of, muft 
N 27 the Society. 


Fe as every one knows, is, to leave, 


or depart from, whatever the thing left, or 


departed from, be. 


joeyn theſe, and Recedere 2 Gm muſt 
mean, to leave, or depart from, the Society. 
Receſſerunt d Collegio, therefore, muſt expreſs 
the Condition of ſuch Perſons as have left 
the Society. A Child of the loweſt Claſs at 
School is able to prove this. | 


Now 3 in what Senſe can a Member of any 
Society be ſaid to have left that Society, but 
by having ceaſed to be a Member of it? The 
mere having changed his place within it, in 

fling from one Station to another, from a 
Scholarſhip, for example, to a Fellowſhip, 
from a Fe lowſhip to the Headſhip, or the 
like, is by no means the having left it; nor 
is it ever called ſo in the Statutes, nor indeed 
can be ſo called with the leaſt propriety. 
Nothing leſs than a compleat detachment 
from the Body, ſo as no longer to retain any 
m with it, will came vP to the E 
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of this. Phraſe, uſed. ablolo tely and without 
any limitation, as it is in this Statute. But 
This, indeed, will; and it is the Common 
Phraſe made uſe of in the 0 Md 
to-exprals this very Caſe. 


Whichſoever therefore of the above Ways 
of Interpretation be admitted, it comes to juſt 
the ſame thing in the End. The Perſon 
eligible, according to either of them, muſt 
be one * hach left, or intirely n the 
e. 


+ walls it .is certain * the. eden of 


New-College is, as Such, a Member of that 
College; not indeed, as this word is ſome- 
times uſed, in oppoſition to the Head, but as 
it ſignifies an integral Part only. He is 

| reckoned and declared to be ſach by the 
Founder, under the firſt and ninth Rubticks 


of the Statutes of that College: indeed, the 


Principal, moſt eſſential and mocellary Mem- 


ber of all. He cannot therefore, if we ſpeak 


ſeriouſly, ingenuouſly, and pertinently tothe 
Purport of this Statute, be ſaid, whilſt he 
preſides in it, to have left the Society. And 
what ſhews this beyond Contradiction, is, 
| obs in the Statutes of e The 

a Founder 


J 


/ 


! 
Founder frequently ſpeaks of him as of one 
Aill capable of receding from the College, 


and, conſequently, as not having yet receded 
from it in the true Senſe of the Statute. 
Ser Rube. 11. 39. 66. 


27 beefre, neither falls he within This 
Branch of the Diviſion above-given, under 
which alone, he is ſaid to be comprehended. 
Confequently, He is not within this Statute 
by implication. It is confeſſed, He is not 
ſo by Expreſs Mention. Thence I conclude, 
that He is not within it af a//. The Founder 
hath intirely paſſed him over, and never 


offered him, in any manner, to the Choice 
of the Electors. 


1 ſhall be faid, hefe, to have made my 
Concluſion too extenſive. There may be 
Wardens of New-College, and certain 
bade been, though (which ſhelters Me from 
the force of the Objection) it is not the Caſe 
of the preſent Gentleman, who have been 
called from abroad to be made Wardens 
there, having before left the Society, and 
continued, it may be, for ſome time, no 


Members of it. Of theſe may it not with 


truth be ſaid, « at 2 Collegio receſſerunt ? 
B-2 Whatever 
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Whatever be determined in the Caſe of 
Others, Theſe ſurely may be allowed to paſs 
for properly qualified in this reſpeQ, 


This is plauſible, but not ſolid. The 
having left the College, in the Caſe of one, 
who is ſince returned to it and re-admitted, 
is Proof only, that he hath been qualified, 
not, that he zs qualified fill: Whereas, the 
Intent of the Statute was to preſcribe the 
Qualifications to be found in the Perſon to 


be elected at the very Time of his Election, 


not thoſe which he might have been poſ- 
ſeſſed of at ſome former Period of his Life; 
During the time that his Receſs laſted, un- 
doubtedly he had a Title to plead that Re- 
ceſs, in order to obtain any Advantages that 
might reſult from it ; but when the Receſs 
itſelf was over, how any. Right, founded 


on it, ſhould not alſo have expired with it, 


is what, I acknowledge, Ido not underſtand. 


i May we not then diſtinguiſh, it will be 
aſked, between the A# of receding, and 
the State of receſs; and, if occaſion be, 


_ confine the Word receſſerunt to the ſignify- 


ing the firſt of theſe only, and not the 
laſt ? I anſwer, if the Founder hath fo diſ- 
tinguiſhed 


4 


EF. 
tinguiſhed and ſo limited the Signification of 
this Word, others undoubtedly may follow 
his Example : but without ſuch Authority, 
I cannot ſay I ſhould adviſe ſuch Procedure. 
The Word, left to itſelf, ſignifies both the 
Act, and the State into which a Perſon is 
brought by that Act. Thus much indeed 
is true, that it cannot ever ſignify the Act 
alone; without the State, becauſe the Act is 
nothing elſe but a Man's putting himſelf 
Into the State, But it may very well, and, 


When the Caſe happens, it muſt, ſignify the 


State without the Act; as when a Man 
comes into ſuch a State, but not by his own 
Act; for example, when in conſequence of 
- ine other Act of his own, fome Offence 
that he hath committed, he is expelled by 
the Act of the Society or governing Part of 
it ; when his Fellowſhip expires without his 
reſigning it: In theſe, and the like Caſes, 
receſſit is the Word uſed concerning him; 
though, if you go to diſtinguiſhing, nothing 
more is meant by it, than that he 7s now in 
the State expreſſed by that Word, a State 
of Separation from the Society. In ſupport 
of this, I appeal to the Statutes of Win- 
cheſter College, Rub. zd. which treats of 
the Election of Scholars into that College, 


\ Ss ws 


1 


[ 22 


RY” ſays, they are to be admitted into it log. 
Scholas: um ad Collegi: um noftrum Oxoniz Mis. 
tendorum, ſeu in Collegio noſtro prope Minto- 
niam decedentium, ſeu . alias reredentium a4 
eodem— where the alias ſhews that the being 
tranſmitted to Oxford, (or Sped, as we ca 
it) and the dying within the College, though 
no Acts of the Perſons receding, are, Jet 
reckoned among the Ways of receding, that 
is, of making Vacancies. Andif beate 
of the Word alids be not admitted, yet it 
muſt at leaſt be allowed, that recedentinm 
here includes all other. ways of Fo 
from the College except thoſe by Death an 
Tranſmiſſion, and That will 8 to a ful. 
ficient Variety. In the caſe of Expulſion 
tis expreſsly uſed in the 67th of a Sta: 
tutes of New-College. And what farther 
ſhews, that the Diſtinction | aboye-menti- 
oned is of no avail, is the direct Oppoſition, 
which we find in the Clauſe before us, be; 
tween the Words aliguando fuerunt in ipſe, 
and the Word receſſerunt; by which it be- 
comes equivalent to this,” aliguando gui den 
Juerunt in ipſo nunc autem non ſunt amplius 
in ipſo, qua, ſcilicet, ab ipſo receſſerunt. 
Add Socit, twill be all one; aliguando fue- 
runt in ihſo Socii, nunc autem ides non 
Junt 


186 3 


ſunt” in ipſo Socti, quia AY pſo receſſerunt. 
This, I am perſuaded, is the true Senſe, 

though | it be not the exact Form; of the gen 
tence; And a Paſſage in the New. College 

Statutes, written on a fimilar Occaſion, and 
to the ſame purpoſe with this, confirms me 
in this Opinion. It relates to the Election 
of a Warden of News- College, and directs 
the Electors to chuſe © one of themſelves 
the Scrutators, or of the other Fellows of 
that College, or of thoſe, who once were 


of that College, Fellows, and for lawful and 


honeſt reaſons went off from it.“ Which di- 
rection, when given afterwards to the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, as a rule for him to proceed 
by in appointing a Warden of New-Col- 
lege on a Devolution, is delivered in this 
form, . One true and perpetual Fellow of 
the College (meaning New-College) then 
in the | ſame exiſting, or who before had 
been in the College, and for honeſt reaſons 
had gone off from the ſame.” Where the 
— then in the ſame exiſting, which 50 
before, leave no manner of doubt about t 


Senſe of thoſe which follow, namely, had 


gone off from the ſame. . And the Paſſage 
under conſideration is exactly parallel to 
this. If, notwithſtanding all this. it be ſtill 
ton: on, that the Oppalition here met 
B 4 with 
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with is not between the havin g been once, 
and the not being now, of the College but 
between the having been once, and the not 
being now, Fellows ; I muſt beg leave to 
ſupply the Words that are wanting to make 
this Oppoſition appear diſtinctly, and ſee 
how the Sentence will then look — ali- 
quando fuerunt in ipſo collegio Socii; nunc 
autem, eth non int Socii, ſunt tamen in 
' iþſo. Collegio, et ab eodem recgſſerunt. In- 
22405 and how is this riddle to be ſolved? 
Why, thus, receſſerunt quidem, ſed alio aliquo 
tempore quam de quo bie agitur. Needs there 
any reply to be made to this ? MWiere it true, 
is it any thing more than a: mere Cavil, 
owing to the perverſe acceptation of an am- 
biguous Word? and is not the caution given 
above, againſt yielding to ſlight Arguments, 
of this tendency, able to ſnield me from 
the force of ſuch a Cavil? But in Truth it 
hath no foundation. Receſſerunt, here, is 
not equivocal. It ſignifies but one thing, 
which is this, that «of Perſans, to whom it 
3s applied, are fill to be reckoned among 
thoſe who have quitted the Society. And 
this it doth, notwithſtanding it be expreſſed 
in the Preter Tenſe ; for that is only to de- 
note that the Act is paſt, and therefore com- 
Pleat, howeyer the State, enſuing on it, may 


re- 
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remain; which is more than the Preſent 
Tenſe. would have done: fer that would 
only have ſignified that the Act is now in 
performing. For this I appeal to the Grams 
marians; and ſhall only put a Caſe, which 
is ſuggeſted to me by a Place in our own 
Statutes,” wherein it is prohibited, that the 
Scholars ſhould loiter in the Hall after Meals: 
and this is expreſſed by an Order, that as 
ſoon as Dinner or Supper is ober, unleſs in 
extraordinary cafes,” they ſhall retire thence, 


ab auld recedant. Suppoſe, : now, one of 
theſe poor Lads; i in the gaiety of his Heart, 


ſhould think himfelf a Match for this Order; 
and, in defiance of it, ſtay behind the reſt, 
at ſuch a time, in the Hall, (for any pur- 
poſe you will” pleaſe to ſuppoſe)” or fhould 
even go out with them, and return back; 

and being detected, and queſtioned upon his 
Behaviour, ſhould urge in his Defence, that 


he had obeyed the Statute, and, though in 


the vety Hall itſelf, maintain to the face of 
his Governour, that ab auld receſſerat : 
meaning, as it ſhould ſeem,  when' preſſed 
to an Explanation, that he had done fo yeſ- 
terday, or the day before, or, it may be, a 

twelvemonth fince ; how are we to imagine 
* a Plea would de taken? as a juſt Ex- 


cuſe? 
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the.. Statute ten times more offenſive. than 
the. Fault: which occaſioned it? Now it ig 
of no moment, whether it be the Hall, or 
the Society, that is ſaid to have been left. 
The having left Either, in the Import of; the 
Statute; cannot conſiſt with the being. in it. 
Receſſerunt therefore can bear no other mean- 
ing, than what I have aſſigned to it in the 
Paſſage before us; and if you would explain 


it from the Context, it muſt not be thus: 
receſſerunt,, 2 glied ad Collegium redierinti 


but itd receſſerunt, ut non fint nunc in Collegia. 
And Jo in order to include the Caſe contended 
for, there muſt have been another, Member 
added. to the Clauſe. It muſt have been, 
not only — aut de illis qui aliguando fuerunt 
in ipſo Collagio Socti, et receſſerunt — but. 


. aut de illis etiam, gu poſt. talem receſſum 


Her um in Callbiun n Harms, ale 


4 * lot, and to take our leave, of. ſuch 
tri 


ng, he. Founder was no Dealer in 
Subtilties. Plain Senſe he choſe to expreſs 


in a plain manner: and it is no difficulty 
to underſtand his Meaning, if we will but 
allow him to mean what he ſays. , Thoſe © 
wi have formerly been Fellows in one or other 


of 


cufe.?- or not rather as a Prevarication with 


* 
* 
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of his Colleges, and have left their reſpectiut 
College with a fair Character, is very intel- 
ligible : and there are many, whoſe Caſes it 
will perfectly ſuit. Gentlemen, for in- 
ſtance, who, having been bred at News 
College, and, having finiſhed their Educa- 
tion there with Credit, have been advanced 
fince to Preferments, ſettled upon Benefi- 
ces, transferred to the other College, pro- 
moted to Dignities, or poſſeſſed of Eſtates 
inconſiſtent with retaining their Fellowſhips. 
Theſe are the Perſons, whom, in all prö- 
bability, the Founder was thinking of, when 
he wrote this Statute: they fall ſo: natu&- 
rally. within his Deſcription, ', without the 
leaſt force or equivocation whatſoever, Why. 
ſhould! we think then he had any others 
in View, whoſe Title muſt, at beſt, be ob- 
ſcure and diſputable ? Why che Warden of 
New- College in particular, who, with all 
the force that can be uſed, can never be 
brought within it: but whoſe Pretenſions 
had the Founder thought fit to favour, na 
doubt he would have done it in the moſt 
open manner, ud: N him on viy fore- 
| moſt 1 in Rank. 


Suech is the Explicaticn „ which I take ta 
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be the true one, of this'Statute. And it 
falls in perfectly with the Founder's Great 


Aim and Intention: which was, as we may 


learn from Himſelf, the Advancement of 
Religion and Science, by the creating of two 
Societies, one ſubordinate and preparatory 
to the other, to be perpetually employed in 
the Culture of Both. The Means, by 
which this End was to be attained, was the 


ſettling a Form of Diſcipline in each Col- 


lege, ſuited to its reſpective Deſign, to be 
adminiſtered and enforced by proper Of- 
ficers, under the Inſpection, and ſubject to 
the Controll, (though in the different Col- 
leges in very different degrees and manners) 
of: the Head of the Principal Society. He, 
in the ordinary courſe of things, is the Su- 
perintendant of the whole Polity: the Eye 


and Hand ef the Founder; to obſerve, and 


to re&ify, whatever may happen, in the 


Conduct of the Adminiſtration, to be miſ- 


managed, or diſconcerted in it. And upon 
His . Vigilance, Activity, and Addreſs, in 
füpporting a vigorous and impartial Diſci- 


pline, the Succeſs of the Founder's Eſta- 
bliſhment muſt ever in a great meaſure de- 
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Jo enable him to exert this power freely; 
there j is nothing of ſo great Importance, as 
that he ſhould be Independent: Indepen- 
dent, I mean, on thoſe. he is to govern; 


ſo as not to have his Condition capable of 


being either improved, or impaired, to any 
conſiderable degree, by the determinations 
of their Will. This was the State in which 
the Founder placed him, and in which 
therefore he deſigned he ſhould continue; 
as being indeed the moſt proper for him in 
that Capacity, in which alone he had any 
concern with him, namely, as Governor of 
his Chief College. For as to the likings or 
diſlikings, conveniences or inconveniences, 
of Perſons in that Situation, conſidered in 
their private capacity, it is not to be ſup- 
poſed, that, in laying out the Plan of his 
Colleges, the Founder had regard to them: 
They are but trifles in compariſon, and, if 
only for their Inconſiſtency, could never 
have been perfectly provided for. The Great 
Object of his Attention, on that Occaſion, 
we may take for granted from the nature of 
the Caſe, could only have been, What Con- 
ſtitutions were, abſolutely and upon the 
Whole, moſt expedient for the good of 'his 
Societies : What Meaſures moſt conducive 

to 
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to tender his Defign in them fucceſsfull to 
ene And fu ſurely between the Two, 
2 Subjecting the Governour to Influence, 
or preſerving him Independent, there could 
be no _ to heſitate: the Superiour Ad- 
vantage of the Latter, for accompliſhi the 
End in v; view, being ſo obvious and — 
as to recommend itſelf inſtantly to his No- 
tice, and extort, as it were, the Preference. 
But now, if the Senſe I have given of this 
Statute be falſe, This Independence is gone; 
the Security, arifing from it, for the due 
execution of Statutes, is gone; the Go- 
vernor, in proſpect of Elections, is expoſed 
to all the Embarraſſments, and all the . 
deſcenfions, of Competition ; and the Foun- 
der, after employing. fo much thought to 
contrive, ſo much earneſtneſs to recom- 
mend, fo much authority to enjoyn, a 
wiſe and well-concerted Scheme of Dif- 
cipline, hath, at laſt, with one Stroke of 
his Pen, ee ani in effe&; abroga- 
ted, the Whole. Shall we admit this? If 
not, the Senſe I have above r of this 
Statute muſt be true. 


There are other indooreniences, beſides 
theſe hinted at, which would flow from a 
py” contrary 


C37 ] 
confrary interpretation of this Statute : but 
the Subject being invidious, I chuſe not to 
enlarge upon them, for fear of being ſuſ- 
pected to have a View in What I ſay to any 
particular Perſons or Proceedings: which FH 
beg the Reader to believe I have not; A 
only ſollicitous to ſtate the Caſe, as it 
pears to me, abſtractedly, and in itſelf, to- 
gether with ſome of its genuine Conſequen- 
ces; which, though. there is no neceſſity 

they ſhould always take place, are of ſo per- 
nicious a Nature, that they ſhould be pre- 
vented, if poſſible, from ever taking place. 
And ſo I defire to be underſtood; having no 
intent to offend any, but to deliver, what it 
concerns me to deliver, in the Spirit, I m"_ 
Nr 0 


If this Explication then hel ian a8 1 
3 acted in conformity to it, This, I ſup- 
poſe, will juſtify my Conduct. If it be 
not right, I ſhould be obliged to any one, 
ho would point out to me, with Candour, 
wwberein it is wrong. Of twenty-four Pre- 
deceffors, that 1 have had in my Office, 
the Six laſt only were choſen from Wardens 
of New. College. Now the Firſt Warden 
of Wincheſter College was put in by the 


Founder 


( 2] 

Founder in the year 1382. and the Firſt of 
theſe: Six was elected in the year 1679 ſo 
that for 297 Vears together” TI This Statute, 
m the Senſe I have given of it, was not 
once, in this particular, tranſgreſſed. The 
whole courſe of time, that has run ſince, 
amounts in all but to 79 Vears: ſo that An- 
tiquity, in this queſtion, is evidently on my 
ſide. And within the firſt 61 of theſe 79 
Vears were all the Six Elections juſt ſpoken 
of made, and in neither of them all was 
this Statute obſerved: ſo little proſpect is 
there, when an ill Cuſtom is once intro- 
duced, that it ſhould ever ceaſe of its own 
accord. The Election of Dr. Purnell was 
_— after the Example of the Six preced- 
: How then it can be excuſed er be. 

ing. What They, it is certain, (however it 
came about, ) every one, were, a Deviation 
from the Statute ; let thoſe explain, wh6 
think themſelves concerned. to maintain its 
Validity. Such it appeared, as we find, 10 
the Viſitor; who, in order to recall the an- 
cient Method of Elect inę ind to ſecure for 
the future a due regard to the Inſtitutions of 
the Founder, thought proper to interpoſe, 
and to ſet it aſide as ſuch, and to appoint a 
wg by his own Authority. Whether 
he 
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he had a right ſo to do, let any one judge 
from the direction thus given him by the 
Founder. Si verò Socii dicti noſtri Collegii-- 
preefatam' Electionis formam non obſer vdade- 
Tint, tune omni poreſtate eligendi illi vice ipſes 
volume fore privatos, ac poteſtatem provi- 
dendi prefato Collegio prope Wintoniam de Cuf- 

| fode idoneo Domino Epi ſcopo Vintonienſi vel 
ipſius Vicurio, &c. concedimus per preſentes. 
Then follow the qualifications of tlie Perſon, 
whom the Viſitor is to appoint, in nearly 
the fame Words, as were above given, as a 
direction to the Fellows of NewaCollege 
whom they ſhould ehuſe; without the leaſt 
notice taken here, any more than there was 
_there, of the Warden of New-College. * f 
there be any certainty in Language, it is 
plain from hence, that the Viſitor not on 
hath a right to annull an irregular Election, 
but, ſo far as a regard to the Fruſt 'rep6ſed 
in him can oblige him, he is cHiged to an- 

null it. The Founder hath poſitively order- 
ed it: volumus fore privatos. And it is no 
leſs clear, that he hath granted him in that 
caſe, a Priviledge, under certain conditions, 
of nominating a Perſon Himſelf: - concedi- 
mus per præſentes. The only thing left' fo 
his diſeretion is the fixing upon one perſon 

C rather 


rather than another, among ſeveral who 
are equally qualified ; and if in this particu- 
lar he hath acted according to the beſt of his 
Judgement, whatever the Event be, the 
Founder's Will is ſatisfied. Now if: the 
_ Viſitor hath a right by Statute of appointing 
a qualified Perſon according to the beſt of 
his Judgement, and, by any felicity of cir- 
cumſtances, it hath fallen to my Share to 
become the Object of that Judgement, how 
4t ſhould be Unſtatutable for him to appoint 
even Me, will be difficult to ſhew. And if 
ſuch Appointment be agreeable: to Statute, 
how my Acceptance of it ſhould be contrar 
to Statute, will be yet harder to reſolve. So 
far from it, in my opinion, that, as its being 
in my 2 to accept it wasowing ſolely to 
a Reſolution taken of correcting an Abuſe 
committed againſt Statute, My determining 
to accept it was the higheſt Evidence I could 
give that I approved of ſuch a Reſolu- 
tion: and approving of a Reſolution to 
enforee Obedience to the Statute, is as great 
. an Inſtance, as can be well be demanded, of 
any Man's diſpoſition to honour the Statute. 
And if this Correſpondent of Dr. Lowth's, 
, who is ſo much diſpleaſed, that I have paid 
this honour to it, be indeed the „ 
« ; Ee 
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he pretends to be, he may eaſily recollect, 
that at his firſt Admiſſion to a Fellowſhip in 
New-College, he promiſed, upon Oath, 
that he would willingly take upon him an 
Office in it, to which the Society ſhould 
think proper to depute him; a thing in ſeve- 
ral of the Statutes particularly infiſted on. 
See Rub. 7. 28. 57. And though the Of- 
fice, to which I ani deputed, be not indeed 
in that College, nor the Deputation by That 
Society, yet the Reaſon: of the Caſe, and 
the Authority to be regarded; is the very 
ſame : and he might have ſuppoſed; had 
his Charity been extenſive enough, that a 
Thought of this nature, and not purely a 
View to Self-intereſt, might have had its in- 
fluence in determining my Choice. 7, at 
leaſt, can afſure him it had: and am till | 
rfaaded; that the Duty I owed to the 
Founder, and the Regard I bore to his So- 
gieties, required of me, fince I could inno- 
cently engage in it, not to decline a Station, 
which would yield me ſo frequent Opportu- 
nities of expreſſing both to advantage, and 
probably be an Occaſion to me of paſſing 
the remainder of my Life in a Service, 
which the more I ſhall find © myſelf 
able to promote, the more I ſhall certainly 
ü C2 delight 
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delight-in, the, Service of Wykham's 8 Fa- : 
mily. 
Upon a Review of this Account I doubt 
not but the Reader will be perfectly ſatisfied, 
that the Warden of New-College is nowhere 
to be found, either explicitly or implicitly, 
in the Deſcription, given by the Founder, of 
the Perſons, whom he deſigned for Wardens 
of Wincheſter College. And This, in fact, 
excludes him from being qualified: there 
being nothing elſe, but this Deſcription, 
whereon to found a Claim of this Sort. And 
had the Founder been ever ſo intent on put- 
ting a Bar to his Pretenſions, he could not 
have done it more effectually, however he 
might more formally, than by giving Such a 
Deſcription of the Perſons Eligible, as by 
no reaſonable Conſtruction can be brought 
to ſuit him. Why he did not proceed far- 
DARE and make a ſpecial Statute on ; purpoſe 

o prohibit his being choſen, though we 
_ certainly know, we may form very 
probable Conjectures. 


In the firſt place, it was not- neceſary': | 
what he had already done to this effect, be- 


ing, 


CW 1 


ing, as we have ſeen, abundantly ſufficient, 
Poſſibly, likewiſe, in compoling this Statute, 
he might not have been anxious to guard 
particularly againſt the Warden; He knew 
very well, that he had made a much ampler 
Proviſion for him already, and had framed 
his Statutes and Scheme of Diſcipline in 
ſuch a manner, as, if conſidered, will ſoon 
ſhew the Impropriety of regarding Him as a 
Candidate ; ; and, he might, therefore, not 
ſuſpeck. that he would ever offer himſelf as 
ſuch, or be fet up by others, upon a Va- 
cancy ; and in this diſpoſition of mind he 
might have neglected poſſibly, or thought it 
ſupetfluous, to take all the precaution to ob- 
viate fuch an Event, which the Caſe in its 
nature would have admitted of, and which, 
it is moſt likely, he would have taken, had 
he looked on the Event itſelf as probable, 
or had it as an Object more diſtinctly in 
View. And if this was trul the Caſe, — 
is no difficulty at all in it. i he Warden, at 
this rate, is quite out of the Queſtion: and, 
except it be in ſeeing, that the Form be * 
ſerved, and in delivering his own Voice pro- 
perly, utterly unconcerned in the whole 
Tranſaction. Fall to whoſe Lot it will to 
be moyed, He, tis agreed, is to continue“ 
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in his Poſt. And thus the Deſcription given 
by the Founder will relate entirely to other 
Perſons, In this view of Things, which I 
will not ſay is not the right one, the Chief 
Object of the Founder's Sollicitude will ap- 
pear to have been, that no Foreigner ſhould 
ever be elected; no ſuch Perſon as hath not 
been already obliged to the Founder for the 
beſt part of his Support and Education : and, 
to ſecure this Point the more effectually, 
though he hath given the Electors Liberty 
to take a Perſon either from within the 
ykhamical Societies, or from without them, 
yet 1 he done it with theſe Reſtrictions; 
that if it be from within, ſuppoſe from New- 
College, they muſt take a Fellow there; 
ſuppoſe from Wincheſter College, either a 
Fellow there, or one there, who hath been 
a Fellow of New-College, and left. that Col- 
lege e with Credit : which is the Foundation, 
hen they have any, of the Schoolmaſter's 


w 
and Uſhers Title. If it be from without, 
they are confined. in their choice to a Per- 
ſon, who hath formerly been in' one or 
other of them, a Fellow, and left it, which- 
ever it was, without any Juſt 1 imputation on, 


Nis Charakter. 
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Before I diſmiſs the Subject, it concerns 
me to take notice of a Paſſage in the Letter 
to Dr. Lowth, wherein I am ſaid © to have 
approved of the Conduct of the Fellows 
« of New-College in the Election of Dr. 
Purnell to the Wardenſhip of Wincheſter, 

« as regular and Statutable ; --- to have de- 
«© clared, that I ſhould look on ſuch a Step 
«© in the Viſitor, (as he hath ſince taken,) 
« as an unwarrantable Stretch of Power; 
* and, moreover, that I would not accept f 
« of a Preferment from him, thus cir- 20 
„ cumſtanced, if it ſhould be tendered to 


L 


6c me.. 


As I was not conſcious of this Approbati- 
on, nor of ever having made ſuch Declara- 
tions, it could not but ſtartle me at firſt to 
find my ſelf ſo roundly charged with them. 
But as it was a Charge only, without the 
leaſt Proof to ſupport it, or any one Circum- 

ſtance mentioned of Time, Place, Perſon, 

Intent, or Occaſion, relative to the Subject 
of it, I was not long without the Comfort of 
believing, that it would not have been left 

in ſuch a naked State, had the Author of it 
been provided with any ſuch Proof, or fur- 
niſhed with any ſuch Circumſtances to pro- 

A400 WR duce. 
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duce. On the other hand, it was difficult, 

with any Sentiments of humanityyto ſuppoſe 
the Whole to be pure Inventibne Some 
grounds there muſt ſurely be, though we 
tuppoſe them ever: ſo ſlight, for an Accuſa- 
tion of ſo important a nature. Ballancing 
theſe matters in my mind, I determined at 
length to conſult my Friends; particularly 
Him, whom I chiefly converſed With About 
the Time which this Author ſpeaks of, 
namely, within a Day or two after Dr. Pur- 
nell's Election; (Which Friend, However, 
prevented me by writing tom firſt) in or- 
der to get as minute intelligence, as I could, 
of any thing that might have eſcaped me 
near that time, and been capable of being 
wrought up into ſuch a Shape. And what 
with Their Information and my own Recol- 
lection, I am able to give this account of the 
matter. The moment Dr. PurnelVs Elec- 
tion was over, and it was ſeen how I had 
diſpoſed of my Vote, it was immediately 
ſuſpected, and as ſoon, after, aſſerted, that 
I had acted thus by Inſiruction; that I had 
ſecretly uſed Artifice: to ſupplant Dr; Pur- 
nell; made intereſt with the Biſhop to be 
appointed in his ſtead; was, in conſequence,” 
let into bis Lordſhip's. Intentions; aſſured of 

21105 i” Succeſs 
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Succeſs in my own Scheme; and had voted in 
the way I did, only to ſave Appearances. And 
though not a Tittle of this, from one end to 
the other, had'the leaſt Truth in it, yet the 
Clamour, once raiſed, was not eaſy to be 
appeaſed. A Friend of mine, concerned 
that J ſhould lie under ſuch diſhonourable 
Suſpicions, and yet not knowing well how to 
clear me, ſounded me a little on the Subject, 
and was particularly inquifitive, — my 
Voting, as I had done, proceeded from any 
Objection I had to the cuſtomary manner of 
Electing. I aſſured him at once, without 
the leaſt reſerve, that it did not, as it really 
did not; for J voted for Dr. Lowth upon 
matives of quite another nature: the Oath ” 
adminiſtered to the Electors, and the nature 
of the Truſt itſelf abſtractedly from the Oath, 
requiring of them, in my Opinion, to no- 
minate, not only a Perſon capable, even in 
a creditable manner, of executing the office, 
but That very Perſon, whom They, in 
their Conſciences judge to be the fitteſt, up- 
on the whole, of any they can think of, to 
to be appointed to it. This He, in his Zeal 
for my reputation, and not with intent 
to aſperſe me, (which is the uſe the Let- 
ter- Writer makes of the Intelligence,) im- 

| mediately 
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mediately repreſented to thoſe . who were 
diſcontented with me; and, through Miſ- 
take or Deſign (I hope only the former) it 
hath been improved by this Author into 
an Approbation of Dr. Purnell's Election, as 
having been regularly, that is, Statutably 
made. But, before he had repreſented the 
matter thus, he ſhould have conſidered, that 
it doth by no means follow, that, becauſe a 
Man doth nat act with a Vie to a particular 
Objection, therefore he hath. no ſuch Ob- 
jection. And farther, that, even if I had 
voted for Dr. Purnell, this would have been 
no Evidence, , that J had approved of his 
Election as regular, becauſe I might have 
voted for him out of private Friendſhip, 
without having ſufficiently conſidered, whe- 
there it were regular or not, in hopes, (for 
there were different reports ſpread concern- 
ing it,) that the Viſitor would not interpoſe. 
In large Societies, eſpecially where the Mem- 
bers have been bred up at the ſame place, 
and many of them together, from their 
Youth, it is not ſo ſtrange a thing for Private 
Regards to over- rule much better Principles. 
Beſides, the Approbation of any Conduct 
as regular, if it proceed from Judgement, 
implies an Enquiry, not only into that 
Conduct, but into the Rules by which it 

ſhould 
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ſhould be guided; a Compatiſon of one with 
the other; and a Deciſion, upon due delibe- 
ration, in favour of ſuch Conduct, as agreea- 
ble to ſuch Rules. If the Author means ſuch 
an Approbation as This, it concerns him to 
ſhew, at what particular time within the 
Compaſs of two or three days after the Elec- 
tion of Dr. Purnell, (for to that Space of 
time he is confined) at what place, and upon 
what account, I ſet my ſelf to work upon 
making this eB and paſſing this Deci- 
ſion, on the Conduct of the Fellows of New- 
College at that Election. If he means not 
ſuch an Approbation as this, but only a pre- 
cipitate. and groundleſs Approbation, made 
at random, and without any previous Con- 
ſideration or Enquiry, he may ſpare himſelf 
this trouble: but then he had better have 
ſpared himſelf the whole: for ſuch an Ap- 
robation as this, as it doth no honour to 
onduct whatſoever, ſo is it nothing to his 
purpoſe, as carrying with it no indication of 
my real Sentiments. The two judicious - 
Declarations, aſſigned to me in conſequence 
of this approbation, if the approbation fails, 
upon which alone they are ſupported, muſt, 
I think, fall of courſe. Both of them in 
Truth, are nothing elſe, but miſrepreſenta- 
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tions of what 1 had faid in private Converſa- 
tion, . denoting ' my Acguieſcence in the 
College-Ele&ion. The Summons by which 
Iwas ſent for to London, and which reached 
me the Day after that of the Election, gave 
me not the leaſt intimation of the Buſineſs 
upon which I was ſent for; not even ſo much 
as that I was to wait upon the Viſitor ; nor, | 
till I actually appeared before him, "UL 1 
know for certain any thing of his Reſolu- 
tions. In this State, 5 5 my manner © 
Voting had raiſed the Suſpicions abovemen- 5. 
tioned; and this Summons, as ſoon as i 

ſhould be known, TI was ſure, would confirm 
them; yet, whatever Opinion I might have 
of the Election, whilſt I had no certainty but 
that it might be, if not approved of, yet con- 
nived at, by the Viſitor, I did not look upon 
it as incumbent on me to make a particular 
Out-cry againſt it; nor had I then attained to 
that clear and perfect infight into the true 
Merits of it, which might have juſtified me 
in ſo doing. There was no reaſon to expect 
this of Me, more than of any other Voter in 
the Society. Neither, in ſhort, can I boaſt, 
that if, in the Event, his Lordſhip had con- 
ſepted to the Election, whatever I might. 
bave thought of it myſelf, I ſhould: have 
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been ſo ſingularly heroick, as to have riſen 
up and condemned his Proceedings. 1 arro- 
gate not to myſelf ſuch Superior Merit. 

Farther than this, when, upon the recep- 
tion of my Summons, I communicated the 
purport of it to a few Friends, and we were 
unanimous in our gueſſes at the Occaſion of 
itz diſcourſing freely upon the Subject, and 
knowing the Diſcompoſure the Society was - 
in, ſo far as this, I believe, and no farther, I 


did deliver my ſelf in favour of the Election; 


that if, upori my arrivalin Town, I ſhould find 
his Lordſhip of Wincheſter ina diſpoſition to 
let it' paſs, I would uſe no endeavours on my 
part in the leaſt degree to obſtruct it; and, 

moreover, in caſe his Lordſhip ſhould {ts 
proper to make an Offer of the Place to Me, 
I would notdetermineto accept of the favour, 
till I ſhould be fatisfied, that by declining 
it I could be of no uſe to Dr. Purnell. All 
which, though Incedednothave promiſed, yet 
having promiſed, I did my part in perform- 
ing. The Ambition of being advanced to 


the Station I am in, had no ſuch Influence 


then on my Mind, as this Author ſeems'to 
imagine. I lookt at the Circumſtances more 
than at the Thing. © And in that view it ap- 


peared to > ME, as an Object rather to be fear- 
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ed than wiſhed. From the Diſſatisfaction 

I faw to be already ſprung up, I drew my 
Conjectures at what was to come; and ex- 
pected, as ſoon as I ſhould be placed in it, 
to be expoſed to the Attacks of Envy and 
Malevolence, Reſentment and Rage, and 
all thoſe other ſtormy. Paſſions, which are 
the uſual attendants of Diſappointment: not 
to ſay, the Danger of being purſued at 
Law, and involved in a Courſe of expenſive 
Litigation. Experience has ſhewn me, that 
this was immenſely overcharging the matter. 
But tis the nature of Apprehenſion to mag- 
nify its Object; and had I not had a ſtrong 
ſenſe of Duty to oppoſe to it, I know not 
how far it might have gone upon that Oc- 
caſion, towards rendering me the Victim of 
my own Puſillanimity. Whether the Con- 
verſation J have thus acknowledged, in 
whole or in part, was communicated im- 
mediately to the Writer of this Letter, or 
conveyed to him through a Succeſſion of 
hands, is more than I can tell: but This I 
am entirely ſatisfied of, partly from my own 
memory, and partly from the Letters I have 
received about it from, my Friends, that all 


that he aſcribes to me beyond this, or in- 
conſiſtent with it, is ſo much pure Addition 
and Improvement. 


Yet 


1 47 1 


Vet ſuppoſing i it were all Truth, and juſt 
a8 he ſtates it, were he hut in carne, he 
hath made my Apology. For he allows me 
in due time. to have changed my Mind. 
But though, by this He only means, that I 
difguiſed it, yet hath he ſpoken more 
Truth in that acknowledgement, than he 
was aware of. If bringing the Mind from 
a more fluctuating to a more ſettled State, 
upon any Queſtion, be changi ging it; Some- 
thing of a Change of this ſort, though not 
very conſiderable, I cannot deny, was 
wrought in my Mind after the time that he 
ſpeaks of, even after the offer made me 
by the Biſhop. For, though from the Ac- 
counts which had been formerly ſent me of 
the Papers, which this Author hath re- 
- publiſhed, (for I was out of the King- 
dom when they firſt came out) it is im- 
: poſſible but I muſt have had reaſons, at leaſt, 
for ſuſpecting, that the late Method of 
Electing was wrong; and from what I had 
heard of it on many occaſions, I was enough 
inclined to believe it ſo; yet was not this ſo 
full and compleat a Perſuaſion, as I thought 
it became me to have of this Point, before 
J engaged, upon the ſtrength of it, to take 
upon me ſo important a Charge, even though 
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recommended to me by his Lordſhip's 
Judgement. I knew that I had not ſifted 


the Senſe of the Statutes with that Dili- 
gence, that is neceſſary to à perfect Infor- 
mation on a point of ſuch Conſequence ; 
and therefore took the Liberty of hanging 
back a little, and making ſome Demur to 
his Lordſhip's Propoſal: begging the fa- 
vour, that he would grant me a ſufficient 
time to conſidet of the matter farther, and 
form my determination in; and withal, to 
enable me to do this properly, that he would 
be pleaſed to ſupply me with a Copy of the 
Statutes of each College, that I might freely 
examine fuch Paffages of them, as I ſhould 


_ apprehend might relate to the Subject. 


His Lordſhip was pleafed to comply with 
my requeſt in each of theſe Particulars: 
and I accordingly employed the beſt part of 
two, if not three, Days, in conſulting and 
comparing Statutes with a particular Atten- 
tion to this very Point. The reſult was, 


_ that I was fully convinced, ſo as to have no 


Scruple left, of his Lordſhip's Right for 
that Turn to nominate; and conſequently 
that I might, if 1 ſhould think fit, very in- 
nocently accept of his Favour, without the 


leaſt Ineroactument ou any of the Rights 


either 
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either of the Warden, or the Fellows, of 
New-College : nay, to the Eſtabliſhment 
of them all; becauſe in obedience to, and 
therefore in confirmation of, the Authority 
of thofe Statutes, upon which alone they 
are all founded. And in this perſuaſion. I 
did accept of it, with great integrity and 
confidence of Mind, and great Gratitude 
to his Lordſhip for it. How it came to 
pa, that I had not made fo accurate a 
Search into this matter before, if it were 
neceflary, I could eafily explain. But tis 
enough, that I had not done it. And how 
far 1 had approached towards it, I cannot 
preciſely ſay. Thus much, however, Iam 
ready to acknowledge, that, as far as I fell 
ſhort of it, ſo far I was to blame: for the 
means of doing it were always in my power. 
Not that I had any reaſon to be ſcrupulous 
about it when I came to deliver my Vote, 
becauſe the Perſon I nominated was free 
from all Exception. This conceſſion, how- 
ever, as it is to my diſadvantage, may ſerve 
to convince this Writer, that, when I know 
myſelf to be in the wrong, I am far from 
being diſinclined to confeſs it: and this may 
entitle me perhaps to expect, that ſince I 
have now proved Him to be ſo, He _ 
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be diſpoſed to follow this Example. But 


for my part, I make no ſuch Demand, 
It is not for Frailty to uſe Rigour. What 


is paſt, I freely excuſe; and ſhall impute, 6 


if he pleaſes, to Misin formation: only let 
him do me this juſtice in return, that, if 


| hereafter he ſhall happen to hear (as what 


may he not hear in his traffick with a 
cenſorious World ?) any other Surmiſes ad- 
vanced to my Prejudice, he will not for- 


Wardly give credit to them, nor unthink- 


ingly indulge a Zeal in proclaiming them; 
leaſt haply, after he has thrown his Dart, 
he may find, it hath ſtruck the wrong 
Perſon, and wounded one, who hath cer- 
tainly done Him no harm, and to whom 
perhaps He himſelf wiſhes none. 


CR. GoLDiNG:- 


Wincheſter College, 
Sept. 30. 1758. ; 
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P. S. Left any Wykhamiſt ſhould be of- 
fended at the Liberty I have taken of 
citing the Statutes of this College in the 
Original, I aſſure him, that I have not 

done it without the e of all 


thoſe, whom, by the ſaid Statutes, I was 
obliged, in this caſe, to conſult, See Stat, 
of Wincheſter College, Rub. 42. 


S Ps 0 Oe ® 


. ar eee PE TNA fg 


——_ 


— 

has 
* 
* £ 
9 *%£ 
. 


FE TEES Fn, 
=, 
"EV 


5" 3 ae 


— 


wy N 
4 * C : > % 
n * 
=_— +4 N 
» * $ # * * * 
— * „ 6 
* — py 
3 i 4 
— * 5 
8 « 7 
1 . — 
7 * 
ds, * Vi 
f 3 a , 
* 0 Hs 
* . 
* - . * 
22 4 
* 
„* P 
1 1 
* od # 
2 — 
= s » 
- * 
pl a * . 
oa 
%. I » % - 
0 * * 
» — * x * 
PC) ” * 
a * * 
- 
* 
„ p 
8 
* a+ 
- * 
' 
a — 
4 * 
* * » ww os 
2 
s 
% . — * 
* # As J 
1  S$65%% 
- - $ 
& 4 * 
__ 
* 
* 92 
* - 9 
- 1 
* - * 
. F * 
— , a 
* 
” 
* 
_ 
: * 
% 
3 * * 


— 


* 
, 

4 

i 


*. 


— e 


* 


- * — — 5 — 
22 = I a Te nn R$ = — 
— E = 7 Has 


e 


. . 


r 
3 


